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Growing in Knowledge: The Journey of Education and Personal Development 

Today, we are going to reflect on the vital role of education and personal development in our lives. As we seek 
wisdom and understanding, we must recognize that these pursuits are not only about acquiring knowledge but also 
about becoming the people God created us to be. Let us explore how Scripture guides us in this journey. 

The theme for 2024 is “Run with Vision.”  You need to start your personal development/ educational journey with the 
end in mind. Knowing where you are going will keep you on track. 

Proverbs 3:1-6 (NLT) My child, never forget the things I have taught you. Store my commands in your heart. 2 If you 
do this, you will live many years, and your life will be satisfying. 3 Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! Tie them 
around your neck as a reminder. Write them deep within your heart. 4 Then you will find favor with both God and 
people, and you will earn a good reputation. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own 
understanding. 6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. 

1. The Importance of Knowledge 

Proverbs 1:7 (NLT) Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline 

Hosea 4:6 (ESV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I will reject 
you from being a priest to Me. 

Proverbs 18:15 (NLT) Intelligent people are always ready to learn. Their ears are open for knowledge. 

Consider the story of Daniel. Taken into exile, he immersed himself in learning and wisdom, excelling in knowledge 
that set him apart. His dedication to education not only benefited him but also served a greater purpose in the 
kingdom. 

2. The Role of Discipline / structure in Learning 

Nothing happens in life if someone doesn’t start it. Avoid procrastination, look at your goals / vision and start where 
you are. Don't look at other people’s progress and allow yourself to be discouraged. It is YOU vs. YOU. Time is 
going to pass whether you pursue your dream or not. 

Proverbs 12:1 (NLT) To learn, you must love discipline; it is stupid to hate correction. 

Hebrews 12:11 (NLT) No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward, there will be a 
peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. 

II Timothy 2:15 (NLT) Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive His approval. Be a good worker, 
one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. 

Think of Thomas Edison, who faced numerous failures before inventing the light bulb. His discipline and persistence 
in learning from mistakes exemplify how embracing correction and hard work can lead to remarkable breakthroughs. 

3. The importance of Community in Growth 

Proverbs 27:17 (NLT) As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NLT) Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. If one person 
falls, the other can reach out and help. 

Romans 12:4-5 (NLT) Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s 
body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 

In the early church, believers gathered together, sharing knowledge and encouraging one another in their faith. Their 
commitment to community fostered personal and spiritual growth, demonstrating the power of collective learning. 

4.  The Pursuit of Lifelong Learning 

Proverbs 9:9 (NLT) Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the righteous, and they will learn even more. 

Philippians 1:9-10 (NLT) I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in 
knowledge and understanding. 10 For I want you to understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. 
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Colossians 3:10 (NLT) Put on your new nature,and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like 
Him. 

Consider lifelong learners like Nelson Mandela, who, despite being imprisoned, pursued education and self-
improvement. His commitment to growth not only transformed his own life but also inspired a nation. 

As we conclude, let us remember that education and personal development are integral to our journey as followers 
of Christ. May we commit to seeking knowledge, embracing discipline, fostering community, and pursuing lifelong 
learning. Let us pray for wisdom and guidance as we grow in our understanding and relationship with God and with 
one another. Amen. 

Here are seven biblically based study / learning tips to enhance your effectiveness as a learner: 

1. Seek Wisdom Through Prayer James 1:5 (NLT) If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it 
to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. 

Begin your study sessions with prayer, asking God for clarity and understanding. This sets a positive tone and 
invites God’s guidance in your learning process. When you pray, ask God for a retentive memory. 

2. Embrace Discipline Proverbs 12:1 (NLT) To learn, you must love discipline; it is stupid to hate correction. 

Develop a routine that includes regular study times and stick to it. Embrace challenges and corrections as 
opportunities for growth, knowing they contribute to deeper understanding. 

“The secret of your future is hidden in your daily routine” Mike Murdock 

3. Learn from Others Proverbs 27:17 (NLT) As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. 

Engage with peers or mentors who can provide insights, tutorials and support. Join study groups or discussions to 
benefit from diverse perspectives and encourage one another. 

4. Reflect on What You Learn Psalm 119:15 (NLT) I will study your commandments and reflect on your ways. 

After each study session, take time to reflect on what you've learned. Journaling and discussing your insights can 
deepen your understanding and help you apply knowledge to your life. 

“What I hear, I forget. What I see, I remember. What I do, I understand.” - Confucius 

5. Apply Knowledge Colossians 3:23 (NLT) Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the 
Lord rather than for people. 

Put your knowledge into practice. Look for ways to apply what you’ve learned in real-life situations, whether in your 
personal life, work, or community. This reinforces learning and makes it more meaningful. By incorporating these 
biblical principles into your study habits, you can become a more effective and purposeful learner. 

6. Cultivate a Humble Heart Proverbs 11:2 (NLT) Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 

Approach your studies with humility, recognizing that there is always more to learn. Being open to feedback and 
new ideas fosters growth and wisdom. 

7. Stay Persistent and Patient. Galatians 6:9 (NLT) So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right 
time, we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 

Learning takes time and effort. Stay committed to your studies, even when it feels challenging. Trust that your 
persistence will lead to fruitful outcomes and personal growth. 

These tips, grounded in Scripture, can help enhance your learning journey and encourage a deeper understanding of 
both academic and spiritual pursuits. 

——————- 

Prov. 3:9-10 (NLT) Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce. 10 Then he 
will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine. 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/mike-murdock-quotes

