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Praying the Scriptures: Unlocking the Power of God's Word in Prayer 
 
1.  Scripture Grounds Our Prayers in Truth 

 
II Timothy 3:16-17 ESV All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work. 

 
John 17:17 ESV Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 
 
Psalm 119:105 ESV Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 
Example: Jesus in the Wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11) 
  - When tempted by Satan, Jesus responds with Scripture: "It is written..." (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). 
This shows how grounding prayers in Scripture helps resist temptation and stay rooted in truth. 
 
Explanation: Using Scripture in our prayers ensures that we are aligned with God’s truth, avoiding 
personal bias and emotional traps. 
 
2.  Scripture Helps Us Understand God’s Will 

 
Romans 12:2 ESV Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

 
Colossians 1:9 ESV  And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that 

you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
 
I John 5:14 ESV And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us." 
 
Example: The Prayer of Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46) 
  - In His prayer, Jesus seeks God’s will: "Not as I will, but as you will" (Matthew 26:39). This reflects 
the importance of aligning our prayers with God’s purpose, which is revealed through Scripture. 
 
Explanation:  Praying with Scripture allows us to understand and seek God’s will, ensuring our 
prayers are aligned with His desires. 
 
3. Scripture Strengthens Our Faith 

 
Romans 10:17 ESV So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
Hebrews 4:12 ESV For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 

 
Psalm 119:11 ESV I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 
 
Example: The Prayer of Hannah (1 Samuel 1:9-20) 
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  - Hannah prayed earnestly for a child, recalling God’s faithfulness. Her prayer was rooted in her 
understanding of God’s character from the Scriptures available to her, which strengthened her faith. 
 
Explanation: The more we incorporate Scripture into our prayers, the more our faith is built up, 
allowing us to pray with confidence and conviction. 
 
4. Scripture Provides Assurance of God’s Promises 

 
2 Peter 1:4 ESV By which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 

them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is 
in the world because of sinful desire. 

 
Isaiah 55:11 ESV So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
Psalm 37:4 ESV Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
 
Example: Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication (1 Kings 8:22-53) 
  - Solomon recalls God’s promises to Israel as he dedicates the temple. He invokes God’s past 
faithfulness, reminding the people of His unchanging promises, which gives assurance as they pray. 
 
Explanation:  Scripture reminds us of God’s unchanging promises, assuring us that He hears and 
responds to our prayers. 
 
5.  Scripture Empowers Us in Spiritual Warfare  
 
Ephesians 6:17 ESV And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

of God. 
 
Matthew 4:4 ESV But he answered, 'It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.' 
 
Revelation 12:11 ESV And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 

their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 
 
Example: Paul’s Instructions on Spiritual Warfare (Ephesians 6:10-17) 
  - Paul emphasizes the "sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Ephesians 6:17). This 
illustrates how Scripture empowers believers to stand firm against spiritual attacks, highlighting its 
importance in prayer. 
 
Explanation: Incorporating Scripture into our prayers equips us for spiritual battles, reminding us of 
the power and authority of God’s Word. 
 
Conclusion: Using Scripture in our prayers not only enriches our communication with God but also 
aligns our hearts with His will, strengthens our faith, assures us of His promises, and equips us for 
spiritual warfare. Let us commit to praying the Scriptures, allowing His Word to transform our lives 
and prayers. 


